
Garrard County 
 

Geographic and Geological Information 
 Garrard County is located in the Outer Bluegrass region of central Kentucky. The 

mostly rolling terrain includes the Knobs and foothills in the southeast and the 

Palisades of the Kentucky River to the north.
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 Garrard County sits on the Cincinnati Arch, a broad structural uplift. 

 The TransAmerica Cycling Trail, a bike trail from Astoria, OR to Yorktown, VA, 

passes through Garrard County. 

 

County History 
 Evidence suggests that the area of Garrard County was long occupied by Native 

Americans.
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 The majority of the hardy, early settlers were Scotch-Irish, but many more settlers 

came from the Wilderness Road in the late 1700s. These newcomers were 

planters from the Virginia Piedmont responding to economic pressure from war 

and worsening soil.
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 On December 17
th

, 1796 Garrard County became the 25
th

 county in Kentucky, to 

become effective June 1,
 
1797. The territory for Garrard County came from 

Lincoln, Madison, and Mercer Counties. 

 William Buford donated 57.5 acres to the town trustees for town lots and a county 

seat in 1797. The town of Lancaster was established. Lancaster was most likely 

named after Lancaster, PA.
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 Lancaster was taken by Rebel Forces in 1862 during the Civil War.
25

 

 Camp Dick Robinson, in Garrard County, was the first recruiting station for the 

Union Army south of the Ohio River, its creation ordered by Abraham Lincoln. 

 The USS Garrard, commissioned in 1945, was named in honor of Garrard County 

for the county’s patriotism during World War II.
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 Uncle Tom’s Cabin was inspired by Harriet Beecher Stowe’s visit to the 

plantation of Thomas Kennedy. Her book became extremely influential to the 

abolitionist movement. The cabin of Uncle Tom was located behind the Kennedy 

mansion, and a replica is planned to be built in Garrard County. 

 

People 
Visitors 

 Daniel Boone laid out a trace through modern Garrard County as early as 1776
1
. 

He also wintered alone in the area of what became Garrard County, awed by the 

beautiful country.
2
 

 William Clark (of the Lewis and Clark expedition) stopped over in Lancaster 

in1809 to repair a broken leather on his carriage and dined at Buford’s Tavern. He 

then spent the night on the Dick’s River at the home of Captain Taylor
3
. 

 Henry Clay, Governor Letcher, Cassius M. Clay, and John J. Crittenden 
were among the many travelers who frequently stopped at the Old Burnt Tavern.
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http://www.uky.edu/OtherOrgs/KPS/goky/pages/gokych11.htm
http://www.adventurecycling.org/routes/transamerica.cfm
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-g/apa84.htm
http://migration.kentucky.gov/kyhs/hmdb/MarkerSearch.aspx?mode=County&county=40
http://www.danielboonehomestead.org/history.htm
http://www.nps.gov/archive/jeff/LewisClark2/CorpsOfDiscovery/TheLeaders/Clark/Clark.htm
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=c000482
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=L000257
http://www.ket.org/trips/whitehall/clay_1.htm
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=c000912


Garrard County Society, Residents, and Births 

 The Traveling Church led by Lewis Craig held their first worship service in 

1781. The church at Gilbert’s Creek was one of the first Baptist Churches 

established in Kentucky. The congregation moved from Virginia, earning them 

the title of The Traveling Church.
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 Carry A. Nation, the anti-alcohol crusader, was born in Garrard County in 1846. 

Standing six feet tall and carrying an axe, she once claimed, “I am a bulldog, 

running at the feet of Jesus, barking at what He doesn’t like.”
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 Thomas Kennedy built his brick mansion that would be part of the inspiration for 

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin in the early 1800s. Historical records 

suggest that Harriet Beecher Stowe visited the plantation.
7
 Kennedy and 

William Whitley were early enthusiasts of thoroughbred racing. It’s even possible 

that Kennedy first introduced thoroughbred racing to Kentucky.
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 Simeon H. Anderson, born 1802 outside of Lancaster, was a U.S. Representative 

for Kentucky.
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 Richard Dickerson Gholson, born 1804 in Garrard County, went on to become 

the 3
rd

 Territorial Governor of Washington (prior to official statehood) after being 

appointed by President James Buchanan.
23

 

 Henry Smith, from Garrard County, was the first American Governor of Texas. 

A leader in the independence movement for Texas, he was named provisional 

governor of the Republic of Texas. He also served as secretary of the treasury 

under the Sam Houston administration.
24

  

 Robert P. Letcher, settled in Garrard County, his home known as the “Home of 

Statesmen,” (originally built by John Boyle, another Kentucky politician, in 1798) 

and went on to become the 15
th

 Governor of Kentucky in 1840. 

 William Owsley (16
th

 Kentucky Governor) built “Pleasant Retreat” in Lancaster 

in 1819, where he and his family lived for over thirty years.
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 William O. Bradley, the first Republican Governor of Kentucky was born in 

Garrard County in 1847. He served as the 32
nd

 governor of Kentucky and also 

became a United States Senator.
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 Pvt. George D. Scott, born in Garrard County in 1850, would go on to receive 

the Congressional Medal of Honor for extraordinary personal heroism at the 

Battle of Little Big Horn, Montana, under the command of General Custer.
19

 

 Bradley Kincaid, born in the community of Point Leavell in 1895, was an 

American folk singer known as the “Kentucky Mountain Boy.” He sold an 

estimated 20,000,000 records
10

 and was inducted into the Nashville Songwriters 

Hall of Fame.  

 John and Ray Kennedy, born 1915 and 1913 respectively, were well known 

African-American jockeys from Garrard County.
11

 The brothers were featured in 

the American Saddlebred Museum 2007 exhibit in Lexington, KY - Out of the 

Shadows: Bringing to Light Black Horsemen in Saddlebred History. 

 Earle Combs, a Hall of Fame baseball player for the New York Yankees, was 

once the president of People’s Bank in Paint Lick.
29

 He was part of the fabled 

1927 Yankees team known as Muderers’ Row.  

 Maxine “Mom” Blakeman began making her creamed pull candy in Lancaster 

in the 1940s and she also ran a restaurant on the town square. Colonel Harlan 

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2514
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/stowe/StoweHB.html
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=A000232
http://www.sos.wa.gov/history/publications_view_pdf.aspx?pub=30&p=25&i=SL_meanygovernors/SL_meanygovernors.pdf
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/SS/fsm23.html
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=L000257
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=B000729
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.29fab9fb4add37305ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=ada6c895ddf56010VgnVCM1000001a01010aRCRD&vgnextchannel=e449a0ca9e3f1010VgnVCM1000001a01010aRCRD
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=B000749
http://www.nashvillesongwritersfoundation.com/h-k/bradley-kincaid.aspx
http://www.blackhorsemen.com/graphics/Kennedy/Kennedy.html
http://www.earlecombs.com/index2.htm
http://momblakemanscandy.com/home/


Sanders later encouraged her to market the candy, and the candy is still available 

from the family owned company today. 

 Kenneth Davis resides in Garrard County. Davis played basketball at 

Georgetown College and was the captain of the 1972 U.S. Olympic team in 

Munich. The team won, but refused to accept, the silver medal after a 

controversial defeat to the Soviet Union. 

 Melissa Dean, of Garrard County, was part of the 1970s pop-styled country band, 

Dave & Sugar. The band recorded multiple number one hits and made it to the 

Billboard country music charts sixteen times.  

 Dean Cornett of Paint Lick was named one of President George H.W. Bush’s 

first Thousand Points of Light in 1990. Dean was also presented the Volunteer 

Action Award at the White House.
27

 

 John Michael Montgomery, a current country music artist, was raised and lived 

in Garrard County. The music video for his 1995 hit, "Sold (The Grundy County 

Auction Incident)," was filmed at the Garrard County stockyards and parts of his 

1997 song “I Miss You a Little” were also filmed in Garrard County.
12

  

 Eddie Montgomery, brother of John Michael Montgomery, also lived in Garrard 

County. Eddie is also a famous current country music artist, in the duo 

“Montgomery Gentry.”
12

 

 

Architecture 
 The Grand Theater, built in 1925, was a family theatre in Garrard County. 

Saturday matinees were very popular and there were stage shows as well as 

vaudeville acts and the theater was the first air conditioned building in the 

community. The theater closed in 1967, but plans are underway to renovate and 

reopen the local landmark.
 14

 

 

Agriculture 
 The Walker Fox Hounds were an internationally known product of Garrard 

County. John W. Walker and George Washington Maupin bred the dogs, and by 

the 1860s, the hounds were in demand by hunters.
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 Tom Bowling, H.P. McGrath’s racehorse, was brought to a Garrard County farm 

owned by Richard McGrath. H.P. McGrath won the first ever Kentucky Derby 

with Aristides, but called Tom Bowling his greatest horse. Tom Bowling won 14 

of 17 races and later died in 1893 and was buried on Richard McGrath’s farm just 

south of Bryantsville.
13

  

 Quantico was established at the mouth of Suger Creek in 1798. Quantico 

remained an important shipping port for farm products from the region up to the 

mid 1800s. Important crops to the region included tobacco and hemp. The soil in 

Garrard County produces burley, the most sought after tobacco type. In 1938 or 

1939, the last crop of hemp, once an important crop to the regional economy, was 

believed to have been planted. 
21

 

 

 

 

http://www.sports-reference.com/olympics/athletes/da/kenny-davis-1.html
http://www.soundunwound.com/music/dave-and-sugar/99008?ref=AADP
http://johnmichael.musiccitynetworks.com/index.htm?id=5191
http://montgomerygentry.musiccitynetworks.com/index.htm?id=14788&sid=1438
http://restorethe.lancastergrand.com/
http://sports.espn.go.com/sports/horse/news/story?id=5086727
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